Individual Events

Extemporaneous.  Thirty minutes before speaking, four topics will be posted, 2 domestic and 2 foreign.  The contestant will select one and prepare a speech.  No notes may leave the extemp. prep room.  Time limit for this event is seven minutes with 30 seconds grace.

Expository.  A speech that describes, clarifies, or explains an object, process, idea, or concept.  Visual aids may be used.  The speech must be the original work of the competitor with no more than 150 words of quoted material.  The speech should be delivered extemporaneously.  Time limit for this event is eight minutes with 30 seconds grace.  Use of note cards is permitted.

Dramatic Interpretation.  A memorized, serious presentation.  The program may be one or more selections from published prose, poetry, drama, radio, television, or recording.  Time limit for this event is ten -minutes with no grace.  No time signals will be given.

Duo Interpretation.  A program of one or more selections of published prose, poetry, or drama presented by two students.  The title(s) and author(s) must be identified.  The program must be memorized and students must maintain an offstage focus.  Props, makeup and costumes are not permitted.  Expressions, gestures, body positions and upper body movement are allowed as a means of characterization.  Time limit for this event is ten -minutes with no grace.  No time signals will be given.

Original Oratory.  A speech intended to persuade with the purpose of convincing, stimulating, or moving the audience to change its beliefs or actions.  A maximum of 150 quoted words is permitted.  Delivery must be from memory.  Time limit for this event is ten -minutes with no grace.  No time signals will be given.  Manuscripts need not be turned in at registration, but students must have typed copies to give to any judge who requests it.

Humorous Interpretation.  A memorized program that must be of a humorous nature.  The program may be one or more selections from published prose, poetry, drama, radio, television, or recording.  Time limit for this event is ten -minutes with no grace.  No time signals will be given.

Impromptu: Contestants may not use or prepare any notes during preparation or speaking time.  The contestant has a total of six minutes with 30 seconds grace to choose one of three topics, organize thoughts, and speak.

Interpretative Reading.  The format will be a thematically integrated program of two or more selections in which both published prose and poetry are required as part of the presentation.  Each selection will be from a different author with the speaker using an introduction author, titles, and themes will be stated.  Script is required.  Time limit is eight minutes with 30 seconds grace.

